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Eighty of their finest 20th-century drawings and watercolors have been 
selected by the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, for an exhibition on 
view at The Cleveland Museum of Art from September 30 through November 8, 

1987 . 20th-Century Drawings from the Whitney Museum of American Art surveys 
the draftsmanship of such important American artists as Thomas Hart Benton, 
Charles Burchfield, Arshile Gorky, Jackson Pollock, Roy Lichtenstein and 
Robert Rauschenberg. 

Paul Cummings, the Whitney's adjunct curator of drawings, who organized 
the exhibition and wrote its catalogue, says "the artist's approach to 
drawing — its natural concerns, its methods and functions — may have changed 
more in the past eight decades of American art than at any time in history." 
Almost half of the works in this exhibition have been acquired during the past 
decade, in the Whitney Museum's rigorous, concentrated effort to collect 
master drawings by American artists. 

These high points of graphic achievement are exhibited chronologically to 
reflect the diversity and development of the major movements of 20th-century 
art in the United States: regionalism, social realism, surrealism, abstract 
expressionism and geometric abstraction. The drawings range in date from 
Maurice Prendergast' s Central Park, 1901 to an untitled charcoal drawing 
(1984) by Jasper Johns. Among the works are Joseph Stella's beautiful drawing 
in charcoal, pastel, and graphite of Boy with Bagpipe (1910-12); the 


watercolor Light at Two Lights (c. 1927) by Edward Hopper; an 80-inch wide 
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triptych by Grant Wood— a study for Breaking the Prairie (ca. 1935-39); Willem 
de Kooning’s sketch Manikins (ca. 1942), prefiguring his expressive "Woman" 
paintings of the 1950s; and Self-Portrait at 2668379 and 2670098 (1979-80) by 
Jonathan Borofsky, whose "self-portraits" depict images, often startling or 
disturbing, from his dreams. Drawings by artists best known for their work in 
other media include works by environmental artist Christo and by sculptors 
David Smith, Alexander Calder, and Claes Oldenberg. 

The exhibition was organized by the Whitney Museum of American Art, New 
York, and opened at the National Gallery of Art in May, 198?. From Cleveland, 
it will travel to the California Palace of the Legion of Honor, San Francisco 
(March 5-June 5, 1988), and The Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock (June 30- 
August 28, 1988 ), before closing at the Whitney Museum of American Art, 
Fairfield County, Stamford, Connecticut (November I 8 , I 988 - January 25, I 989 ). 
The Cleveland showing is assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The fully illustrated catalogue, with an entry for each drawing and 
select bibliographies for each artist, is available in the Museum bookstore in 
hardcover for $29.95 ($25.50 for Museum members) and softcover for $ 17.50 
($ 15.00 for members). Gallery talks will be presented by staff of the 
Museum's department of education at 1:30 pm daily from Wednesday, September 
30 , through Tuesday, October 6 (excluding Monday). Paul Cummings will give a 
lecture on November 1 at 3:00 pm. Admission to the Museum and these events is 
free. 
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For additional information, photographs, or color slides, please contact the 
Public Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 



